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very instructively discussed. American teachers would do well to keep in 
touch with German experience and method through the reading of books like this. 



Streifsuge durch die Welt der Grossstadtkinder. Lebensbilder Gedan- 
kengange fur den Auschauungsunterricht in Stadtschulen, von F. 
Gansberg. Zweite Auflage mit Buchschmuck von C. Windels. Leipzig 
und Berlin: Teubner, 1907. 

The subject of this book is the child's out-of-door life in a big city. It 
intends to give the public-school teacher in Germany an outline and an inspira- 
tion for his teaching object-lessons. The American teacher could draw from it 
material for his German conversation classes. 



Die beiden Freunde. Eine Erzahlung von General-Feldmarschall Graf 
Helmuth von Moltke. Edited by K. D. Jessen. New York: Henry 
Holt & Co., 1907. 

Among the best German prose-writers of modern times are to be found the 
two men who were instrumental in building up the German Empire — Bismarck 
and Moltke. Here we have a delightful little story told by Moltke. It is to be 
hoped that Bismarck's classical prose will also be represented in an American 
textbook, before very long. Moltke's Die beiden Freunde can be read in third- 
year high-school German. 



Erstes Sprach- und Lesebuch. A German Primer by Lewis Addison 

Rhoades and Lydia Schneider. New York: Henry Holt & Co., 1906. 

Pp. 107. 

This book is intended for pupils in the third and fourth grades. Many 
public and private grammar schools now include German in their schedules. They 
will be glad to have such a practical and well-arranged textbook for their purposes. 

A. C. von Not 

The University of Chicago 



Selected Poems of Shelley. "Riverside Literature Series." Edited by George 
Herbert Clarke. Boston: Houghton, Mifflin & Co., 1907. Pp. 
lxxix+266. 

Few classics in English literature have escaped the editorial microbe. 
Shakespeare and Browning may need editing — certainly they get enough of it ; 
Milton and Tennyson have been edited almost beyond recognition ; and even 
Holmes and Whittier have not eluded the omnipresent editor. To all this 
editing, and much of it is indisputably necessary, one objection is almost every- 
where apparent : the pupil for whom the classic is annotated is not always con- 
sidered. Few texts, indeed, are edited for pupils in definite grades of school 
work. There is, to be sure, some reason for this discrepancy : all classics are not 
read in the same year, or within the same two years, in all schools. Silas Marner, 
for example, is read from the seventh or eighth grade to the twelfth grade, and 
even in the first year of college work. To edit such a classic for these various 
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grades must require some keen and sensitive discrimination. Doubtless this 
condition is recognized both by the publishers and the editor, so the text comes 
forth wearing an enticing look to beguile all classes of pupils. From this condi- 
tion of affairs arises the desire to over-edit many classics. No point, allusion, 
quotation, cross-reference, parallelism, literary anecdote, structure, form, or 
what-not is left in peace : they are all explained to a mere frazzle. Nothing 
escapes. 

The foregoing remarks have been called forth by the book entitled Selected 
Poems by Percy Bysshe Shelley, edited by Professor George Herbert Clarke. 
We hasten to add that Professor Clarke's errors as an editor do not consist 
in ineptitude, lack of information, scholarship, or sympathy, but in an overdose 
of editorial mania. That he is a true Shelleyan the opening paragraph of his 
introduction is abundant evidence : 

"Every life is a symbol as well as a history, a symbol, perhaps it were 
truer to say, because it is a history. The course of his life moved from the 
tense yet dark mood of Paracelsus, exultant in denial and challenge, to the 
high affirmations of April — 

'the over-radiant star too mad 
To drink the life springs.' 
Had he lived, it is hardly possible that he would have failed to become at last 
'a third 
And better-tempered spirit, warned by both.' " 

This is all very well, very true, very recondite, and very suggestive, but what 
in the name of the pedagogical saints is a pupil to do with it? Does it open the 
storehouse of Shelley's poetry to the youthful mind? Does it serve even as a 
corridor to the more advanced college student? Certainly such a paragraph will 
befuddle the beginning reader of Shelley's poetry. Shelley himself would have 
sneaked off into a corner at such a mystical introduction. Our quotation is not 
to be used as a gauge for the entire book, nor even for the introduction, yet it 
seems to show that Professor Clarke's temperament, as well as his language, 
style, and tone, is much better suited to college students than it is to secondary 
pupils. Were our view-point the view-point of scholarship — enthusiasm for and 
sympathy with the author — we could pass many words of commendation on 
this book. Our view, however, is confined and restricted to the use of the book 
in high schools. To that purpose it is not adapted. 

H. E. Coblentz 

South Division High School 
Milwaukee, Wis. 



Folk Dances and Games. By Caroline Crawford. New York: A. S. 

Barnes & Co., 1908. Pp. 82. $1.50. 

On looking at the picture by Elsley, in the front of Caroline Crawford's 
book, Folk Dances and Games, it seemed to me I could fairly feel the different 
degrees of interest and importance each child felt in the tossing of that 
handkerchief. 

Do you remember the keen feeling of uncontrollable lonesomeness which 



